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LESSON: XLVIIL 
Acts-XIX. 1-20. 


WE now enter on a new period in Paul’s 
life. In the autumn of the year 54, he 
started from Antioch on his third mission- 
ary journey, and travelled through Asia 
Minor to Ephesus. We know nothing 
more concerning this part of the journey 
than what is gathered from two verses of 
Scripture: ‘* And after he had spent some 
time. there [in Antioch], he departed, 
and went through Galatia and Phrygia in 
order, strengthening the disciples” (Acts 
Xvili. 23); ‘* And it came to pass, that, 
while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having 
passed through the upper coasts came to 
Ephesus” (Acts xix. 1). It is reasonable 
to suppose, however, that’ he at this time 
visited nearly every church which he had 
previously founded in Cilicia, Lycaonia, 
Galatia, and Phrygia, and that several 
months were spent in this way. 

In Ephesus he found some of the disci- 
ples of John. They were unacquainted 
with the remarkable gifts which the Holy 
Spirit conferred on Christian believers, and 
the apostle first devoted himself to the work 
of leading them into higher truth than they 
had yet received. When they had heard 
him, they were baptized in the name of 
Jesus; and when he had laid his hands on 
them, they received the Holy Spirit, and 
“spake with tongues and prophesied.” 

During the first three months of his stay 
in Ephesus, he preached in the synagogue. 
He found, however, that no good effect 
was produced, — that the hearts of the 
Jews were only hardened by his endeavors 
to lead them to Christ, — so he abandoned 
the synagogue and occupied the school- 


id 


room of one Tyrannus. He here spoke 
daily for two years, affording not only the 
inhabitants of Ephesus, but thousands in 
other parts of the province of Asia, an 
opportunity to hear: the gospel. 

We are told that in Ephesus ‘‘ God 
wrought special miracles by the hands of 
Paul.” Such articles as handkerchiefs and 
aprons, which came in contact with the 


ts 
i 


apostle, had power to heal diseases and: 


expel evil spirits. 


equal these miracles. 
out demons by calling the name of Jesus 
over those possessed of them, and adjuring 
them in his name to depart. An attempt 


of this kind was made by the seven sons 


of Sceva; but the demon, instead of obey- 
ing their behest, cried out, ‘‘ Jesus I know, 
and with Paul I am acquainted, but who 
are ye?” And the man in whom the demon 
dwelt leaped on them and overcame them, 
so that they fled from the house wounded 
by his violence and destitute of their outer 
garments. Paul’s success and the exorcists’ 
failure led both Jews and Greeks to believe. 
Many who had practised exorcism con- 
fessed that they had imposed on the credulity 
of people, and showed the way in, which 
their tricks were performed. Their works 
on magic, valued at fifty thousand pieces 
of silver, — probably not less than eight 
thousand dollars, — they gathered together 
and burned. ‘‘ So mightily grew the word 
of God and prevailed.” 
Norrs. XIX. 1. Ephesus. 
the capital of proconsular: Asia, and _ its 
most important city. It was situated on 
the river Cayster, about five miles from. its 
mouth, and carried on an extensive mari- 
time and inland trade.. It was called one 


Some itinerant Jews, | 
‘who practised exorcism, endeavored to 
They tried to cast 


This. was. 
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of the eyes of Asia; Smyrna, forty miles 
north, being regarded as the other. Among 
its noted buildings was the temple of Diana, 
one of the seven wonders of the world. It 
was constructed of the purest marble, and 
was 425 feet long by 220 wide. Its col- 
umns were of Parian marble, 127 in number, 
sixty feet high, and each given by a king. 
Thirty-six of these columns were elaborately 
carved. Within the temple were wonder- 
ful paintings and statuary. The cost of 
one of the paintings —that of Alexander 
the Great, by Apelles —was nearly equal 
to $200,000 at the present day. The tem- 
ple was reared in honor of Diana, and 
contained a wooden, time-worn, and every 
way unattractive image of this goddess, 
yet believed to have fallen from heaven. 
‘The harbor of Ephesus was already im- 
paired in the time of Paul by the wash of 
the sea and accumulations of silt, and has 
since been completely destroyed. The 
death of the city followed the destruction 
of its harbor, and utter desolation reigns 
there. In 1862, Mr. Lewin could not find 
even a hut on its site. The ruins of the 
city are of great interest to antiquarians. — 
Certain disciples. It is probable that these 
were disciples of John the Baptist ; although 
some suppose that they were Jews, and 
others that they were men who acknowl- 
edged the name of Christ as soon as it 
became known to them, and before they 
became much acquainted with his religion. 
2. Have ye received the Holy Ghost since 
ye believed? Did ye receive the Holy Spirit 
when ye believed ? is a better rendering. — 
We have not so much as heard whether there 
be any Holy Ghost. These words are not 
to be understood literally. The disciples 
of John, and also the Jews, knew of the 
existence of the Holy Spirit, for it is con- 
stantly recognized in the Old Testament. 
The words must mean that they had heard 
nothing of the fuller manifestation of the 
Spirit under the Christian dispensation. 
5. When they heard this they were bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus. *‘ They 
had been baptized by John the Baptist, but 
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were now re-baptized by command of the 
apostle, because their previous baptism wag 
not properly a Christian rite, and did not 
constitute an initiation into the Church of 
the Messiah. No precedent nor warrant, 
however, is here or elsewhere given by 
the apostles to re-baptize those who have 
already received Christian baptism. For 
its validity consists not ‘in the mode or 
name, but in the spirit in which it is per- 
formed, as an act of consecration, and an 
emblem of sanctification ; 
formed it is 


and once per- 
ever performed, neither 
admitting of addition nor subtraction.” 
(Livermore.) 

6. And when Paul laid his hands upon 
them the Holy Ghost came on them. It was 
customary to lay the hands on a. person 
when a blessing or favor was invoked on 
him. The apostles frequently laid their 
hands on persons, and prayed that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit, and it was 
given in answer to their prayers. The 
imposition of hands was symbolic, not effi- 
cacious. — And they spake with tongues. 
This seems to have been a frequent gift of 
the Spirit in the first age of the Church. 
Instances of it are mentioned in Acts il. 
6-11; x. 44-48; 1 Cor. xii. 8-10, 28. 
Something can be inferred concerning its 
nature and value from 1 Cor. xiv. — Prophe- 
sied. ‘To prophesy means in Scripture not 
simply to predict future events, but to teach 
moral and spiritual truth. Often it has only 
the latter meaning. 


8. Disputing. Reasoning. — The king-’ 


dom of God. The Christian religion. 

9. That way. This phrase is equivalent 
to ‘‘that sect.” It occurs several times in 
the Acts in this sense. (Acts ix. 2; xix. 
23; xxii. 4.) — Tyrannus. He is nowhere 
else mentioned. It is not known whether 
he was a Jewish teacher, and his school 
a private synagogue, to which Paul with- 
drew when he could not preach in the 
public synagogue without fear of disturb- 
ance ; or whether he was a Greek teacher 
of philosophy, or rhetoric, who had become 
a convert to Christianity; or whether he 
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had no interest in Paul’s preaching, but 
only rented his apartment to him during 
certain hours of the day. 

10. The space of two years. Ephesus 
was a city of great importance, visited by 
thousands of people for trade, amusement, 
and worship; and the apostle remained 
here a long time, as he did in Antioch and 
Corinth. Like those cities, it was a good 


‘field for missionary work. — So that all they 


which dwelt in Asia heard the word. One 
of the hyperbolical expressions which often 
occur in the Acts. The meaning is not 
that everybody in Asia heard Paul preach, 
but that great numbers did. By Asia is 
meant the province of Asia, of which 
Ephesus was the capital. This is the only 
sense in which the werd is used in the New 
Testament.’ It is probable that Paul, during 
his stay in Ephesus, visited Smyrna, Per- 
gamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 
other cities not far distant. 

11. Special Miracles. Miracles very 
wonderful on account of the means by 
which they were wrought. Instances of 
them are mentioned in the next verse. 

12. Some, who, as a rule, accept the 
miracles of the New Testament, discredit 
the statement of this verse. Others con- 
tend that, in a city where magic was prac- 
tised to the extent that it was in Ephesus, 
such miracles were necessary, and, no 
doubt, performed. 

13. Then certain of the vagabond Jews, 
exorcists. These were Jews who wandered 
about from place to place, professing to 
expel demons from those possessed of 
them. Exorcists were very numerous in 
the days of Christ and his apostles, espe- 
cially among the Jews. — Them which had 
evil spirits. It was prevalently believed 
that persons who would be considered 
insane in these days were possessed by 
demons. The writer of the Acts undoubt- 
edly shared in this belief. — We adjure you 
by Jesus. ‘The exorcists used the name of 
Jesus in imitation of Paul. 

Rererences. See Conybeare and How- 
son’s Work (chap. xiii.), for an account 
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of ‘‘ The Spiritual Gifts in the Primitive 
Church in the Lifetime of St. Paul;” and 
the same work (chap. xiv.), for a descrip- 
tion of this part of Paul’s journey. Stan- 
ley’s Essays on ‘* Unity and Variety of 
Spiritual Gifts,” and “* The Gift of Tongues 
and the Gift of Prophesying,” in Noyes’s 
Collection (pp. 449-471), and Robertson’s 
Sermons, Fourth Series, XXV., XXVLI., 
may be read with profit in connection with 
this Lesson. On Demoniacal Possession, 
see Burnap’s ‘‘ Christianity, its Essence 
and Evidence” (Discourse XVI.). 


LESSON XLIX. 
Acts XIX. 21-41. 


ArTER Paul had been in Ephesus some- 
thing more than two years, a great disturb- 
ance was made, on account of the effect 
produced by his preaching on the trade of 
the silversmiths and the worship of Diana. 


The silversmiths had long done an exten- 


sive and profitable business in making mini- 
ature temples of Diana, and selling them, 
not only to the inhabitants of Ephesus, but 
to thousands of her devotees elsewhere. 
It was found, at length, that the demand 
for these silver shrines was falling offi, 
Those who no longer worshipped Disa 
no longer wanted a model of her temple. 
The decline in the business greatly affected 
Demetrius, who was largely engaged in it. 
He called together others interested in the 
business, and told them that the source of 
their gains was endangered by the preach- 
ing of Paul, who was turning the people of 
the city, and of the whole province, from 
the worship of Diana; and that the temple 
also, heretofore an object of veneration 
throughout the world, was in danger of 
being despised. The words of Demetrius 
roused all the silversmiths to indignation. 
Both their business and religion led them 
to assert with vehemence the greatness of 
Diana. They stirred up many of the Ephe- 
sians, and caused a great tumult. Two of 
Paul’s companions were seized and hurried 
to the theatre. Here the Jews, for some 
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reason which cannot be determined, put 
before the multitude a man named Alexan- 
der. When he attempted to defend himself 
in an address, the vast assembly, seeing 
that he was a Jew, and not a worshipper of 
' Diana, cried out, ‘‘ Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians!” for about two hours. The tu- 
mult was at length quieted by the Recorder 
of the city. He then addressed the people, 
saying that every one knew how devoted 
the city was to Diana; that the men whom 
_ they had brought into the theatre were nei- 
_ ther robbers of temples nor blasphemers of 
the great Goddess; that if Demetrius and 
those with him had an action against any 
one, the courts were in session, and there 
was a pro-consul to hear the case ; and that 


they were in danger of having to answer to 


the Roman authorities for the disturbance 
which had taken place. ‘‘ And when he 
_ had thus spoken, he dismissed the assem- 
bine’. 

Norns. XIX. 21. After these things 
were ended. The things mentioned in the 
previous verses. The apostle had already 
spent two years and three months in Ephe- 
sus. During his residence here he wrote 
his first Epistle to the Corinthians, and 

robably made a short visit- to Corinth. 
‘Bome suppose that he wrote his Epistle 
to the Galatians while at Ephesus; others 
that it was written from Corinth at a later 
period. 

23. About that way. Concerning the re- 
ligion which Paul taught. ‘‘ And about 
that time there arose no small tumult con- 
cerning the faith.” (Noyes.) 

24, Silver shrines for Diana. Of Diana, 
rather. ‘‘ These were small portable images, 
resembling the temple at Ephesus, and con- 
taining a figure of the goddess. The man- 
ufacture of these shrines was a lucrative 
business, as they were in great request; 
they were set up in houses as objects of 
worship, or carried about the person, as 
having the supposed power to avert dis- 
eases and other dangers. They were not 
only sold here in Asia, but sent as an ar- 


ticle of traffic to distant countries. Deme- 
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trius, it would seem, was a wholesale dealer 
in such shrines; he executed orders for 
them, and employed artisans who received 
lucrative wages for their labor.” (Hackett.) 

29. They rushed with one accord into the 
theatre. ‘* They” includes those who ex- 
cited the disturbance and those who joined 
in it. “‘ They rushed to the theatre, because 
it was the custom of the Greeks, though not 
of the Ronans, to use their theatres for 
public business as well as for sports. The 
multitude had evidently no definite plan of 
action, and no definite idea of the cause of 
the present excitement; all they knew was 
that some danger threatened their religion ; 
and, under that impression, they hastened, 
as with one impulse, to the usual place of 
concourse, for further inquiry or consulta- 
tion. Remains of the Theatre at Ephesus 
are still visible. Its outlines can be traced, 
showing its dimensions to have been larger 
than those of any other theatre of ancient 
times. It was built on the side of a lofty 
hill, with the seats rising in long succession 
one above another, and, like similar edifices 
among the ancients, was entirely open to 
the sky.” (Hackett.) 

31. Certain of the chief of Asia. Asi- 
archs. ‘The asiarchs were ten men, cho- 
sen annually from the chief town in pro- 
consular Asia, to superintend the games 
and festivals every year, held in honor of 
the gods and the Roman Emperor. They 
were chosen from the wealthier class of 
citizens, since, like the Roman ediles, they 
were required to provide for these exhibi- 
tions at their own expense. Those who 
had filled the office once, retained the title 
for the rest of life. One of the number 
acted as chief asiarch, who resided com- 
monly at Ephesus. The Bithyniarchs, Ga- 
latarchs, Syriarchs, were a similar class o 
magistrates in other provinces of Western 
Asia.” (Hackett.) 

33. And they drew Alexander out of the 
multitude. Some suppose that Alexander 
still held to the Jewish religion, and that 
the Jews put him forward to exonerate them 
from any part they might be supposed to 
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take with Paul and his friends; others, that | 


he was a Jewish Christian, whom they 
thrust forward as an object for derision. 

84. Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 
‘* Their unintermitted cry, for about two 
hours, ‘ Great is Diana of the Ephesians!’ 
not only declared their attachment to her 
worship, but, according to the ideas of the 
heathen, was itself an act of worship. (1 
Kings, xviii. 26; Matt. vi. 7.) The Mo- 
hammedan monks in India, at the present 
time, often practise such repetitions for 
entire days together, They have been 
known to say over a single syllable, having 
a supposed religious efficacy, until they 
exhaust their strength and are unable to 
articulate any longer.” (Hackett.) 

385. The Town-clerk. ‘‘He was the 
person who had the care of the archives of 
the city, and whose duty it was to draw up 
the official decrees, and to read them in 
the assemblies of the people. Next to the 
commander, he was the person of greatest 
importance in the Greek free cities; his 
name frequently occurs on coins and in- 
scriptions. The town-clerk here, like the 
asiarchs, seems to have been friendly to 
Paul.” (Gloag.)—The image which fell 
down from Jupiter. The heathen supposed 
many of the images of their gods to be of 
heavenly origin. 

Hints. Attention may be called to the 
goddess Diana, the Ephesian temple in 
honor of her, and the models of it made 
by the silversmiths; to the success of Paul 
and his companions in leading such large 
numbers to believe; to the opposition 
which Christianity encountered in the ava- 
rice of the silversmiths and the superstition 
of the people; to the friendly treatment 
which Paul received from the asiarchs and 
the recorder. 


LESSON L. 
Acts XX. 1-16. 


WE now follow Paul to Macedonia, where 
he visited the churches in Philippi, Thes- 
salonica, and Berea, which he had founded 
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five years before. While here, he wrote 
his Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 
From Macedonia he went to Greece, where 
he spent three months, most of this time, it 
is probable, in Corinth. Here he wrote 
his Epistle to the Romans, and, as some 
suppose, that to the Galatians; although 
others syppose that this Epistle was written 
during his residence in Ephesus. It was 
the apostle’s intention to sail, on leaving 
Greece, direct for some port on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean, and then pro- 
ceed to Jerusalem; but learning that the 


Jews were waiting to seize him as he em- 


oh 


barked, he evaded them by returnmg to 
Macedonia by land. The Passover of the — 


year 58 he spent at Philippi, and then 


sailed for Troas, where several of his asso- — 
ciates, who had previously left Philippi, — 
He remained a week at 


awaited him. 
Troas, and then set out on foot for Assos, 
about twenty miles distant. Here he jomed 


his companions who had started from Troas 


by sea previous to his departure, and the 
whole company sailed for Mitylene, the 
chief town of the island of Lesbos, and 
distant from Assos about thirty miles. The 
next day they arrived over against the 
island of Chios, and the next at Samos, 
another island, still further south. Ae 
Trogyllium, on the main land opposite 
Samos, they anchored until the next day, 
and then sailed for Miletus, a large city 
thirty miles south of Ephesus.  Gladly 
would the apostle have visited Ephesus, 
where he had lived three years, and made 
a host of friends and converts; but it was 
long since he had been in Jerusalem; that 
city at Pentecost was a favorable field for 
Christian labor, and he was anxious to be 
there at that festival. ‘‘So he sailed by 
Ephesus, because he would not spend the 
time in Asia; for he hasted, if it were pos- 
sible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day 
of Pentecost.” 

Nores. XX. 1. And after the uproar 
was ceased. The tumult at Ephesus de- 
seribed in the last chapter. — Paul... 
departed for to go into Macedonia. On 
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his way to Macedonia, he waited some 
time at Troas for Titus to come to him 
with news from Corinth (2 Cor. ii. 12, 13). 
Titus did not come, and the apostle pursued 
his way. On his arrival in Macedonia, he 
was greatly depressed on account of the 
opposition to himself and his cause which 
he found there, and the divided and disor- 
derly state of the church in Corinth when 
he last heard from that city. He was 
cheered, however, by the coming of Titus 
with favorable news (2 Cor. vii. 4-7). 
After visiting the churches in Macedonia 
which he had founded during his second 
missionary journey, he proceeded westward 
as far as Illyricum, laying the foundation 
of churches in all the principal towns. 

2. Greece. This is the only instance in 
which the word ‘‘ Greece” occurs in the 
New Testament. Achaia is the term em- 
ployed in other instances to designate this 
region. 

3. The Jews laid wait for him. Nothing 
more is known of this plot. For accounts 
of analogous ones, see Acts ix. 23, 29; 
eObiln WAS QD Cory ss Bs oi 

4. But little is known of most of the 
associates of Paul mentioned in this verse. 
Timothy, however, had long been his com- 

anion, and some of the others are else- 
where alluded to in the New Testament. 

6. The days of unleavened bread. .The 
Passover. Bread made with leaven was 
forbidden during this festival; hence the 
days of the Passover were called days of 
unleavened bread. — And came unto them 
to Troas in five days. On his second mis- 
sionary journey, he sailed from Troas to 
Neapolis, near Philippi, in two days (Acts 
xvi. 11). A difference in the direction of 
the wind would account for the difference 
in the length of the voyage. 

7. And upon the first day of the week. 
It was the practice of the early Christians 
to come together on the first day of the 
week, in commemoration of the resurrection 
of Christ, which occurred on that day, For 
a time they observed both the first and 
seventh days by public religious services. 
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Gradually, however, they discontinued the 
observance of the Jewish Sabbath, and 
observed only the first day of the week, 
which they called the Lord’s Day. — To 
break bread. ‘To celebrate the Lord’s Sup- 
per. 
Sunday in the primitive Church. 

9. And was taken up dead. It is possible 
that the young man was actually dead, and 
that Paul restored him to life. But many 
critics are of the opinion that he was only 
apparently dead. Paul’s words, ‘‘ his life 
is in him,” would seem to be most naturally 
interpreted in accordance with this view ; 
although it must be admitted that they may 
mean, ‘‘ he is restored to life.” 

13. We. Luke and the companions of 
Paul, mentioned in verse 4. — Assos. This 
was a seaport of Mysia, nearly opposite the 
island of Lesbos. ‘‘ The ruins of the city 
extended for miles; on every side are col- 
umns of beautiful sculpture, and many of 
them with exquisite carvings.” It is said 
that these ruins afford ‘‘ the most perfect 
idea of a Greek city that anywhere exists.” 
— To go a-foot. The distance from Troas 
to Assos was twenty miles by land, and 
about double that distance by sea. It is 
not unlikely that Paul walked from one 
city to the other in less time than the 
vessel sailed. Why he walked — whether 
to see friends on the way, or to be alone, 
or for some other purpose—is purely a 
matter of conjecture. 

14. Mitylene. ‘This city was the capital 
of Lesbos, an island about thirty miles from 
Assos. ‘It is one of the few cities of the 
Kigean which have continued to flourish to 
the present day, and the island and the 
town are called Mytilni.” 

15. Chios. A fertile island, about fifty 
miles south of Lesbos, now called Scio. — 
Samos. An island still further south, and 
separated from the main land by a channel, 
in one place only a mile wide. On the 
eastern side of the island was a city of the 
same name. — Trogyllium. The name of 
a city and promontory on the main land 
opposite Samos. The vessel in which Paul 


This ordinance was observed every 
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sailed crossed over from Samos, where it 
had probably landed freight or passengers, 
to Trogyllium, where it remained over 
night. There is an anchorage here which 
is still called St. Paul’s Port. — Miletus. 
This was a celebrated city in ancient times, 
situated near the mouth of the river Mean- 
der. ‘, When St. Paul was there, it was 
simply one of the second-rate seaports on 
this populous coast, ranking, perhaps, with 
Adramyttium or Patara, but hardly with 
Ephesus or Smyrna.” Nothing now re- 
mains of the city but ruins. 


16. For Paul had determined to sail by. 


E'phésus. ‘‘ Paul had already sailed past 
Ephesus when he came to Samos, and he 
was much nearer it at Trogyllium than at 
Miletus. But the ship only anchored for 
the night at-‘Trogyllium ; whereas, at Mile- 
tus, being a commercial town, it remained 
for some days. Paul did not himself go 
to Ephesus, because he might be detained 
in that city; and therefore he sent for the 
Ephesian elders to come to him. Some 
suppose that there is evidence from the nar- 
rative that the ship was at Paul’s disposal, 
and had been hired at Troas for the voyage 
to Patara. There does not, however, seem 
to be sufficient grounds for this: there is 
nothing to show that it depended on Paul’s 
devision whether they stopped or pro- 
ceeded; if so, we would have expected 
that he would have met with the Ephesian 
elders at Trogyllium, rather than at the 
more distant city Miletus.” (Gloag.) — 
For he hasted, if it were possible for him, 
to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost. 
No one familiar with the writings of Paul 
can suppose for a moment that he thought 
himself under moral obligation to attend 
the annual festivals at Jerusalem. But many 
Christians, as well as Jews, attended these 
festivals ; so that they afforded the apostle 
a fine opportunity to confirm believers and 
convert unbelievers. He had been absent 
from the city five years, and it was natural 
that he should wish to return to it at a time 
when many from all parts were gathered 
there. At the time of the Passover, Paul 
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was at Philippi. He had then seven weeks 
before him. At Miletus, he had still four 
weeks in which to reach Jerusalem; but 
this was none too much time, for navigation 
in those days was much more uncertain 
than now. 7 
Hints. Most classes will not have time 
for more than a general view of this Les- 
son. Scholars should be made familiar 
with the course of Paul’s journey from 
Ephesus to Corinth and back to Miletus, 
and the prominent events connected with 
it. A better map than the small one con- 
tained in the Lessons ought to be before 
each class. The fact that three of the most 
important of Paul’s Epistles belong to this 
period of his life should be kept in mind. 
REFERENCES. Conybeare and Howson’s 
«Life and Epistles of St. Paul” (chapters 
XVil., XVill., xIx., xx.); Neander’s ‘* His~ 


tory of the Planting and Training of the | 


Christian Church” (Book III. ch. vii.) ; 
Commentaries, Bible dictionaries, and en- 
cyclopeedias, on the countries, cities, and 
islands mentioned in the Lesson. ‘The 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians may be 
read to great advantage in this connection. 


LESSON LI. 
Acts XX. 17-38. 


In the last Lesson we followed Paul from 
Ephesus to Macedonia, where he visited the 
churches which he had previously founded 
in that country, and wrote his second Epis- 
tle to the Corinthians; thence to Greece, 
where he spent three months, most of this 
time doubtless in Corinth, at which place 
he wrote his Epistles to the Galatians and 
the Romans; thence back into Macedonia 
as far as Philippi, from which city he sailed 
for Troas; thence to Assos, on foot; and 
thence by sea to Mitylene, Chios, Samos, 
Trogyllium and Miletus. 

The vessel which carried the apostle 
was likely to be detained at Miletus a few 
days, and on his arrival he sent for the 
Ephesian elders to come to him. They 
reached the city before the vessel sailed, 


184 


and were addressed by Paul in touching 
words of reminiscence, admonition, and 
encouragement. He spoke of the manner 
in which he had lived and labored among 
them; serving the Lord in humility, and 
amid sorrows and trials ; proclaiming boldly 
in public and in private all truth which they 
needed to hear; urging both Jews and 
Greeks to ‘‘repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” He 
warned them that there was need of the 
utmost vigilance and care for the Church 
over which the Holy Spirit had set them, 
since false teachers would come from abroad 
and seek to destroy it, as hungry wolves do 
a flock; while others would arise within, 
proclaiming dangerous heresies, and draw- 
ing to themselves disciples. He com- 
mended them to God and the gospel he 
had revealed, as able to build them up and 
_ fit them for an inheritance among the holy ; 
and reminded them in conclusion, that as 
he had coveted no man’s worldly goods, 
but labored with his own hands to support 
himself and his associates, so they ought to 
labor ‘‘to support the weak, and to re- 
member the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
he said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” He then kneeled down and 
“prayed. ‘They were moved to tears by the 
thought that they would see him no more, 
and fell on his neck and kissed him, ‘‘and 
they accompanied him to the ship.” 
Norrs. XX. 17. And from Miletus he 
sent to Ephesus. We may suppose that the 
ship was likely but not certain to remain 
at Miletus, while a messenger could go 
to Ephesus and the elders come to Paul. 
The apostle sent them word, in the hope 
that they might find him still at Ephesus on 
their arrival. — The Elders of the Church. 
These were men chosen to teach and govern 
the church, administer its charities, and 
perhaps perform other duties: in verse 28 
they are called overseers. ‘‘ Luke speaks 
only of the Ephesian elders as summoned 
to meet the Apostle at Miletus; but as the 
report of his’ arrival must have spread 
rapidly, it could not have failed to draw to- 
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gether others also, not only from Ephesus, 
but from the neighboring towns where 
churches had been established.” (Hackett. ) 

20. And how I kept back nothing that 
was profitable unto you. The same idea 
is stated in different form in verse 29.— 
And have taught you publicly and from 
house to house. He engaged in pastoral 
duties as well as public ministrations, and 
taught little clusters of men and women in 
private dwellings as well as great assem- 
blies in the synagogue and the school of 
Tyrannus. 

21. Testifying both to the Jews and also 
to the Greeks. To all alike, for all had equal 
need of the message he had to declare. — 
Repentance toward God and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance toward 
God, because they had sinned against him ; 
faith in Jesus Christ, because in him they 
had the assurance of forgiveness. 

22. Bound in spirit. “Constrained by an 
invincible impulse or sense of duty, so as to 
be indifferent to danger on the one hand, 
and perhaps unmovable under any fre- 
monstrance or appeal on the other. The 
expression may be compared with our 
mode of speaking when we say ‘bound 
in good faith, in conscience,’ and the like.” 
(Hackett. ) 

23. The Holy Ghost witnesseth in every 
city. From city to city on the present jour- 
ney. He had visited many cities since his 
departure from Ephesus the year before. 
The revelations of the Spirit which he here 
hints at have not been recorded. — Saying 
that bonds and afflictions abide me. These 
awaited him at Jerusalem. 

24. But none of these things move me. 
‘That he should shrink from no danger, 
that he should be willing to offer up his life 
for the sake of the gospel, he regarded as 
due to his office, as essential to his charac- 
ter as an approved minister of Christ. . . . 
In the sublime language of this verse we 
hear distinctly the voice of the man who 
on approaching the end of his career could 
say: ‘I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand; I 
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have fought the good fight; Ihave finished 
my course; I have kept the faith: hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge, shall give me at that day.’ ’’— 
(Hackett. ) 

26. I am pure from the blood of all 
men. ‘This expression is peculiar to Paul’s 
speeches ; it means, I have discharged my 
duty: if men remain in sin and spiritual 
darkness, and suffer the consequences, the 
responsibility will not rest on me. 

28. Church of God. Some of the best 
authorities are of the opinion that the 
correct reading here is, ‘‘ Church of the 
Lord,” 7. e., of Christ. The phrase ‘‘ which 
he hath purchased with his blood,” seems 
to be perfectly applicable to Christ, but not 
at all to God; and on the whole, the evi- 
dence seems to be strongly in favor of 
the reading ‘‘Chureh of the Lord.” 

29. Grievous wolves. False teachers 
from other places, such as had already ap- 
peared in Galatia and Corinth. In the 
next verse another class of false teachers 
are predicted,— those arising in the Ephe- 
sian church itself. These are alluded to in 
Rev. ii. 2. Six false teachers belonging 
to Ephesus are mentioned in the New 
Testament. It is also said (Rev. ii. 6) 
that there were those in the Ephesian 
church who held the doctrines of the Nic- 
olaitanes. It is probable that symptoms 
of some of these heresies began to show 
themselves during the apostle’s residence 
in the city. ‘‘ Ephesus was, above all 
others, the place where Oriental views 
were in various ways combined with the 
philosophy and mythology of Greece. In 
truth, this city was a complete storehouse 
of magical arts and deceptions.” 

35. How that so laboring ye ought to 
support the weak. He adduces his own 
example as one worthy for them to fol- 
low. By ‘‘the weak,’’ he means those 
who from any infirmity are dependent on 
charity for support.— The words of the 
Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed 
to give than to receive. The words are 
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quoted from tradition or from a lost gos- 
pel. The active ministry of Jesus occu- 
pied, it is probable, more than three 
years, while all his words that have come 
down to us can be read in three or four 
hours. How many golden sentences he 
must have uttered, which, unlike the one 
rescued from oblivion by Paul, have not 
been preserved! ‘*The giver is more 
blessed or happy than the receiver. This 
appears: (1) Because it is a condition for 
which we should be thankful, when we are 
in a situation to promote the happiness of 
others. (2) Because it tends to promote 
the happiness of the benefactor himself. 
There is pleasure in the act of giving, 
when it is done with pure motive. ‘That 
is the most truly happy man who is most 
benevolent. He is the most miserable who 
has never known the luxury of doing good, 
but who lives to gain all he can, and to 
hoard all he gains. (3) It is blessed in 
the reward that shall result from it. Those 
who give from a pure motive, God will 
bless: they will be rewarded not only in 
the peace which they shall experience 
in this life, but in the higher bliss of 
heaven.” (Barnes.) 

‘« Nothing is wanting to attest the Paul- 
ine origin of this Miletan speech. It 
agrees with Paul’s history; reflects Paul’s 
character; bears the stamp of Paul’s 
style.” — (Hackett. ) 

‘‘No other passage in the New Testa- 
ment, of the same length, presents so clear 
and vivid a picture of the characteristic 
features of Paul’s ministry: his theme, re- 
pentance and faith (ver. 21), enforced by 
a heralding of the kingdom of God (ver. 
25); a kingdom and inheritance of grace 
(ver. 32); his spirit, humility (ver. 19) ; 
courage (ver. 20, 27); unswerving pur- 
pose (ver. 24); ceaseless industry, ardent 
feeling (ver. 31); unselfishness (ver. 33- 
35): his method, both a public preaching 
and personal and private conversation 
(ver. 29). This address thus affords a 
suggestion of what are the elements of 
successful Christian ministry.” (Abbott). 
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LESSON  LII. 
Acts XXI. 1-17. 


From Miletus Paul sailed to Coos, an 
island about forty miles to the south, where 
it would seem that his vessel anchored over- 
night. The next day he sailed for Rhodes, 
another island about fifty miles to the south- 
east; and on the third day to Patara, a city 
of Lycia. The ship which had carried him 
since he embarked at Assos was bound no 
further in the direction he would travel ; 
but he found another, just ready to sail to 
Phenicia, and took passage in her. The 
distance was three hundred and forty miles, 
and with favorable winds could be tray- 
ersed in forty-eight hours. As the ship 


- made her way over the open sea, Cyprus, 


which the apostle had visited thirteen years 
before, rose into view; and, not long after 
this island had been passed, the tops of 
the Syrian mountains were to be seen. 
The ship landed at Tyre to unlade her 
burden, and the apostle had seven days 
to spend with the brethren here. They 
warned him against going to Jerusalem; 
but their warnings were of no avail. He 
again started on his way, and the brethren, 
with their wives and children, accompanied 
him to the shore, where, after all had 
kneeled down and prayed, he once more 
embarked. He sailed to Ptolemais, a port 
still further south. From this point he 
travelled by land to Cesarea. Here he 
was again warned and entreated not to go 
to Jerusalem; but the brave and faithful 
apostle could not be turned from his pur- 
pose. After a few days he set out for 
Jerusalem, in company with certain of 
‘* the disciples of Cesarea.” What he did 
there, and what befell him, will be shown 
in future Lessons. 

Nores. XXI. 1. Coos. <A small island 
in the Archipelago, forty miles south of 
Miletus, and opposite the cities of Cnidus 
and Harlicarnassus. It was famous for its 
wines, ointments, and textile fabrics. Its 
chief town —also called Coos, or Cos — 


was at the eastern extremity of the island, 
and celebrated for a temple to Ausculapius, 
the god of medicine. The modern name 
of the island is Stanchio, and it is still re- 
nowned for its fertility. — Rhodes. An 
island about fifty miles south-east of Coos, 
celebrated for its beauty, its fertility, and 
the variety of its products. A city of the 
same name at the northern extremity of 
the island was noted for its schools, its 
navies, its great temple of the sun, and its 
colossal statue, regarded as one of the seven 
wonders of the world. It is still an impor- 
tant city, and bears its ancient name. ‘‘ No 
point of Rhodian history onght to move 
our spirits with so much exultation as that 
day when the vessel that conveyed St. Paul 
came round the low northern point of the 
island to her moorings before the city. 
We do not know that he landed like other 
great conquerors who have visited Rhodes. 
t would not be necessary even to enter 
the harbor; for a safe anchorage would be 
found for the night in the open roadstead. 
‘The kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation;’ and the vessel which was 
seen by the people of the city to weigh 
anchor that morning was probably undis- 
tinguished from the other coasting craft 
with which they were daily familiar.” — 
Patara. This was a city on the main-land 
opposite Rhodes, near the mouth of the 
river Xanthus. It was the port of the city 
of Xanthus, the capital of Lycia. ‘+ Patara 
is now in ruins, exhibiting some interesting 
remains, especially many tombs with Greek 
inscriptions, a theatre, and a triple arch 
which was one of the gates of the city. Its 
port is now an inland marsh, blocked up 
with sand-bills.” 

2. And finding a ship sailing over unto 
Phenicia. The vessel in which Paul had 
sailed since leaving Assos either had com- 
pleted its voyage at Patara, or was bound 
for some port further eastward along the 
southern coast of Asia Minor, and not for 
Phenicia. Paul found a vessel all ready 
to sail for Phenicia, and thus was enabled 
to proceed without delay. 

3. And now when we had discovered Cy- 
prus. It will be remembered that Paul 
visited this island on his first missionary 
journey, and_ travelled nearly its entire 
length. — Syria. Syria included the ancient 
Phenicia within its limits: hence it is said 
in one verse that the ship was “‘ sailing over 
unto Phenicia;” and in the next that it 
‘* sailed into Syria.’’ — And landed at Tyre. 
‘‘When St. Paul came to this city, it was 
neither in the glorious state described in 
prophecies of Ezekiel and Isaiah, when ‘ its 
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merchants were princes and its traffickers 
the honorable of the earth;’ nor in the 
abject desolation in which it fulfils those 
prophecies, being ‘a place to spread nets 
upon,’ and showing only the traces of its 
maritime supremacy in its ruined mole, and 
a port hardly deep enough for boats. It 
was in the condition in which it had been 
left by the successors of Alexander, — the 
island, which once held the city, being 
joined to the’main-land by a causeway, — 
with a harbor on the north, and another on 
the south. It is allowable to conjecture 
that the ship which we have just seen 
crossing from Patara may have brought 
grain from the Black Sea, or wine from 
the Archipelago, with the purpose of taking 
on from Tyre a cargo of Phenician manu- 
factures. We know that whatever were 
the goods she brought they were unloaded 
at Tyre; and that the vessel was afterwards 
to proceed to Ptolemais. For this purpose 
some days would be required; she would 
be taken into the inner dock; and St. Paul 
had thus some time at his disposal, which 
he could spend in the active service of his 
Master. He and his companions lost no 
time in seeking out the disciples. It is 
probable that the Christians at Tyre were 
not numerous; but a church had existed 
there ever since the dispersion consequent 
upon the death of Stephen, and St. Paul 
had himself visited it, if not on his mission 
of charity from Antioch to Jerusalem, yet 
doubtless on his way to the council.” 
(Conybeare and Howson.) 

5,6. ‘* The affectionate respect every- 
where paid to Paul clearly showed how 
highly his labors and sacrifices had been 
appreciated by the disciples. The graphic 
description of the parting scene indicated 
the presence of the writer, as is expressed 
by the use of the first person plural.” 
(Livermore). 

_1. We came to Ptolemais. A more an- 
cient name of this city was Accho. Its 
modern name is Acre. When it fell into 
the hands of the Egyptians it received the 
name of Ptolemais, in honor of the Ptole- 
mies, Kings of Egypt. ‘‘ Situated about 
midway between Tyre and Cesarea, older 
than either, and outliving them both; it 
has had a continuous history, from a very 
early period to the present time.” The sea 
voyage of Paul and his companions ended 
at this place. They spent a day here with 
‘¢ the brethren,” and then started for Cesa- 
rea, about two days’ journey to the south. 
‘Issuing from the south-eastern gate, in 
ten minutes they would cross the Belus, 
now the Nahmen; then for three hours 
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would proceed along the beach, with the 
surf breaking at their feet; at the base of 
Carmel would ford the mouth of the Kishon, 
and, turning that headland, follow the line 
of the coast to Cesarea.” 

8. Cesarea. Paul had twice before been 
in this city. He was there on his journey 
from Jerusalem to Tarsus (Acts ix. 30), 
and again on his return to Antioch at the 
end of his second missionary tour (Acts 
xviii. 22). It will be remembered that one 
of the important events of Peter's life oc- 
curred at Cesarea (Acts x. 1-xi. 18). — 
And we entered into the house of Philip the 
Evangelist. We have had an account of 
the labors of Philip in Samaria, and of the 
journey he made to the south-eastern part 
of Palestine, when he met with the lthio- 
pian, and then to Cesarea (Acts viii. 5-40). 
More than twenty years had elapsed since 
the termination of that journey. — One of 
the seven. One of the seven deacons or 
alms-distributors mentioned in Acts vi. 5. 
At first he was a deacon in the church at | 
Jerusalem, then he became an evangelist, 
or itinerant preacher. It is probable that 
he made Cesarea the centre of his mission- 
ary circuits. 

10. And as we tarried there many days. 
Perhaps six or eight days. The apostle 
was about a three days’ journey from Jeru- 
salem, and it was about two weeks to 
Pentecost. — A certain prophet, named 
Agabus. ‘The same person mentioned in — 
Acts xi. 28. ‘*He cannot well be a dif- 
ferent person, as some have thought; for 
not only his name, but office and residence, 
are the same in both instances. Whether 
he had heard of Paul’s arrival and come 
to Cesarea on that account must be left un- 
decided.” 

11. He took Paul’s girdle. The girdle 
was an essential article of dress in the Kast, 
worn by both men and women. Some- 
times it was made of leather and sometimes 
of linen. Sometimes it was fastened by a 
clasp and sometimes tied in a knot. — And 
bound his own hands and feet. The pro- 
phet performed the act on himself not on 
Paul. — So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind 
the man that owneth this girdle. <‘‘The 
Romans put the apostle in chains, but they 
did it at the instigation of the Jews. Agabus 
like the ancient prophets accompanied his 
prediction with asymbolicact, which served 
to place the event foretold more vividly 
before them; the scene, being thus acted 
out before their eyes, was rendered pres- 
ent, real, beyond what any mere verbal 
declaration could possibly have made it.” 
(Hackett). 
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13. What mean ye to weep, and to break 
mine heart 2 ‘*He hada solemn duty which 
he determined to do, and therefore depre- 
cated the intercessions of his friends, which 
only distracted his mind and harrowed 
up his feelings, when he needed the full 
strength of his resolution, and encourage- 
ment rather than dissuasion.”  (Liver- 
more). 

14. Thewill of the Lord be done. ‘* They 
ceased from further expostulation, and ac- 
quiesced in his determination, only praying 
that the will of God might be done, — that 
whatever course. was taken, the divine 
pleasure might be furthered. In trial, 
doubt, and fear, what a blessed support 
to fall back upon the arm of the Father, 
and feel it underneath us!” (Livermore). 


15. And after those days we took up our 
carriages. ‘The word carriages is not here 
employed in the sense in which we use it. 
Carriages in the sense of vehicles were not 
in use in the time of Paul. ‘The word is 
here used in the sense of baggage. ‘‘ We 
got ready our baggage.” (Noyes.) They 
packed it up, and putit on a beast of burden. 
A few critics understand the meaning to be 
that ‘‘ they packed away their baggage,” 
that they might not be encumbered with it 
on the way to Jerusalem ; but this is much 
less probable. 


16. And brought with them one Mnason. 
‘¢ Bringing us‘to one Mnason.” (Noyes). 
He was not their feliow traveller from 
Cesarea, but they were conducted to his 
house to lodge. This was the fifth visit of 
Paul to Jerusalem since his conversion, and 
took place in the year 58. He had now 
completed his third missionary tour. He left 
Antioch in the year 54, and passed through 
Asia Minor, visiting many of the churches 
which he had previously founded there. 
After several months he came to Ephesus, 
where he remained for the greater part of 
three years. He then went to Macedonia 
and Greece, and returned by nearly the 
same route, not landing at Ephesus how- 
ever, but continuing his journey to Jeru- 
salem. He had now written six of his 
Epistles, — those to the Thessalonians, 
Corinthians, Galatians, and Romans. 

‘« Thus we have accompanied St. Paul on 
his last recorded journey to Jerusalem. It 
was a journey full of incident; and is re- 
lated more minutely than any other portion 
of his travels. We know all the places by 
which he passed or at which he stayed; and 
we are able to connect them all with fa- 
miliar recollections of history. We know, 
too, all the aspect of the scenery. He sailed 
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along those coasts of Western Asia, and 
among those famous islands, the beauty of 
which is proverbial. The very time of the 
year is known to us. It was when the 
advancing season was clothing every low 
shore, and the edge of every broken cliff, 
with a beautiful and refreshing verdure ; 
when the winter storms had ceased to be 
dangerous, and the small vessels could ply 
safely in shade and sunshine between neigh- 
boring ports. Even the state of the weather 
and the direction of the wind are known. 
We can point to the places on the map 
where the vessel anchored for the night; 
and trace across the chart the track that 
was followed when the moon was full. Yet 
more than this, we are made fully aware of 
the state of the apostle’s mind, and of the 
burdened feeling under which this journey 
was accomplished. The expression of this 
feeling strikes us the more from its con- 
trast with the outward circumstances of 
the voyage. He sailed in the finest sea- 
son, by the brightest coasts, and in the 
fairest weather, and yet his mind was oc- 
cupied with forebodings of evil from first 
to last; so that a peculiar shade of sadness 
is thrown over the whole narration. .. . 
Never had he gone to Jerusalem without 
a heart full of emotion; neither in those 
early years, when he came an enthusiastic 
boy from Tarsus to the school of Gama- 
liel, nor on his return from Damascus 
after the greatest change that could have 
passed over an inquisitor’s mind, nor when 
he went with Barnabas from Antioch 
to the council which was to decide an 
anxious controversy. Now he had much 
new experience of the insidious progress 
of error, and of the sinfulnes’ even of the 
converted; yet his trust in God did not 
depend on the faithfulness of man; and he 
went to Jerusalem calmly and resolutely, 
though doubtful of his reception among 
the Christian brethren, and not knowing, 
what would happen on the morrow.’’ — 
(Conybeare & Howson.) 
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LESSON XLVIII. 


[OcTOBER 1.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Aots XIX. 1-20. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — For a great door and ef- 
fectual 1s opened unto me, and there are many 
adversaries. —1 Cor. xvi. 9. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 
Time: about A.D. 54 to 5%. 


Paul leaves Antioch on his third mission- 
ary journey, and passes through Asia Minor 
to Ephesus. 

Some of the disciples of John are baptized 
and receive the Holy Spirit. 

Paul preaches three months in the syna- 
gogue, and afterwards two years in the school 
of Tyrannus, 

He performs extraordinary miracles. Some 
Jewish exorcists attempt to cast out evil 
spirits in the name of Jesus, and fail, 

Many exorcists renounce their practice and 
become Christians. 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. Where did we leave Paul in the last Lesson? 

2. Will you point out Antioch on the map? 

8. To what city did he afterwards go? 

To Ephesus. 

4, Will you find Ephesus on the map? 

5. Would you like to hear about this city ? 

6. Where did Paul preach during the first three 
months that he stayed in Ephesus 


In the Jewish synagogue. 

7. What effect did his preaching have on the 
Jews? 

They were hardened by tt. 

8. Are people often hardened by neglecting 
what is good and true? 

9. What then ought we always to do? 

10. What did Paul do when he found that the 
Jews would not believe what he preached ? 

He left the synagogue and preachedin a school- ~ 
room, where a man named Tyrannus taught. 

11. Did many come to hear him while he 
preached in this place. BN 

Zes. A great many of the people of Ephesus, — 

and all the country around it. = 

12. How long did Paul live in Ephesus?, 

About three years. 

13. What did he accomplish by living here so 
long? 

He persuaded a great many people to become 
Christians. 

14. To whom did he write a letter while here? 

To the Christians in Corinth. 

15. What did he say in this letter? 

[Repeat the Golden Text. ] 

16. Do you know what he meant by this? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


17. What is meant by ‘‘the upper coasts,’’ in 
verse 1? 

The elevated central districts of Asia Minor, 

18. What can you say of Ephesus ? , 

19. Whom did Paul find in this city? verse 1. 

20. What is said in verses 2-7 ? 

21. What does “ disputing ’’ mean in verse 8? 

22. What is meant by ‘‘ that way’? in verse 9? 

23. In what sense is ** Asia’’ used in verse 10? 

24. Must ‘‘all’’ in this verse be understood 
literally ? 

25. What is said in verses 11, 12? 

26. What did some Jewish exorcists then do? 

27. What is said of thé seven sons of Sceva ? 

28. Do you suppose that the man here men- 
tioned was actually possessed of an evil spirit, or 
was he only insane ? : 

29. What is said in verses 17-20 ? 

30. What is meant in verse 18, by ‘‘ confessed, 
and shewed their deeds” ? 

31. What kind of ‘'books’’’ were those men- 
tioned in verse 19, and what was their value? 

32. Why did not their owners sell them and 
give the money to the poor? 


(ADVANCED.) 


The imperfect belief of the disciples of John. 

The effect of Paul’s preaching in the synagogue. 

Ephesus as a field for missionary labor. 

Paul’s success in working miracles, and the 
failure of the magicians? ; 
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FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. About what time did the events mentioned 
in this Lesson occur ? 

2. Through what country did Paul pass on his 
way from Antioch to Ephesus ? 

3. Who were baptized and received the Holy 
Spirit soon after his arrival ? 

4, How long did Paul preach in the synagogue ? 

5. How long did he preach in the school of 
Tyrannus ? 

6. What was he enabled to perform? 

7. What did some Jewish exorcists fail to do? 

8. What effect did this produce? 


LESSON XLIX. 


[OCTOBER 8.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XIX. 21-41. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — Take heed, and beware of 
covetousness ; for a man’s life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth. — 
LUKE xii. 15. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: about A.D. 57. 


Demetrius, a silversmith, excites the Ephe- 
sians against Paul and his companions. 

A great disturbance is created in the city. 

One of the chief officers pacifies the people 
and delivers an address. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1. What did you learn in the last Lesson? 

2. What great building was there in Ephesus? 

The temple of Diana. 

3. Why was it so called? 

Because it contained an image of Diana. 

4. Would you like to hear something about 
Diana and this temple in honor of her? 

5. What was made and sold by the silversmiths 
of Ephesus ? 

A great many little silver temples which looked 
like the temple of Diana. 

6. What did a silversmith named Demetrius 
do when he found that Paul was persuading many 
people to worship the true God, instead of Diana ? 

He called together all the silversmiths and told 
them that their business was in danger, and also 
the temple of Diana. 

7. What did all the silversmiths then cry out? 

Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 

8. Were others excited as well as the silver- 
smiths ? 

Yes. The whole city was filled with confusion. 

9. What did the crowd do with two of Paul’s 
companions ? 

They seized them, and rushed into the theatre. 

10. Whom did the Jews put before the people 
in the theatre to address them ? 

A man named Alexander. 

11. When he tried to make his address, what 
did the people cry out for about two hours? 

Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 
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12. Who at length quieted them? 

One of the officers of the city. 

13. What led Demetrius to begin this trouble? 

Lis love of money. 

14. In what ways does the love of money often 
lead people to do wrong ? 

15. Will you repeat the Golden Text? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


16. What purpose of Paul is named in verse 21? 

17. Whom did he send into Macedonia? verse 
22° 
18. Where did he himself remain for a time? 
verse 22. 

19. What is the meaning of verse 23? . 

20. What were the “silver shrines for Diana’’ ? 

21. What accusations did Demetrius make 
against Paul? verses 26, 27. 

22. What effect did his accusation produce on 
the other silversmiths ? 

23. What then took place? verse 29. 

24. What trait of Paul’s character was shown 
on this occasion ? verse 30. 

25. Who are meant by ‘‘ certain of the chief 
of Asia,’’ and what is said of them in verse 31? 

26. What is said in verse 32 of the crowd as- 
sembled in the theatre? 

27. For what purpose do you suppose the Jews 
put Alexander before the multitude ? 

28. What address did the ‘ town clerk’’ make? 
verses 35-41. 

29. What were the duties of this officer ? 


(ADVANCED.) 


Christianity opposed in Ephesus by avarice and 
superstition. 

Demetrius an illustration of the amount of bad 
influence one man may exert. 

The object of the Jews in putting Alexander 
before the people. 

The character of the ‘‘ town clerk”? as seen in 
his address. 


(FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW.) 


1. Whoexcited the Ephesians against Paul and 
his companions ? 

2. What was the business of Demetrius ? 

3. What did the silversmiths of Ephesus make 
and sell? 


4. Who quieted the great disturbance which 
was raised by Demetrius ? 


LESSON L. 


[OcTOBER 15.] 
SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XX. 1-16. 


_ GOLDEN TEXT. — For when we were come 
into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were 
troubled on every side; without were fightings 
within were fears. —2 Cor. vii. 5. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Paul, on leaving Ephesus, goes to Mace- 
donia, and thence to Greece. 
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After remaining in Greece three months, he 
sets out for Jerusalem, passing through Ma- 
cedonia, and thence along the coast of Asia 
Minor. 


(PRIMARY. ) 


1. Where did Paul go when he left Ephesus ? 

He went to Macedonva. (Mas-se- d0’-ni-a. ) 

2. Will you point it out on the map ? 

3. What does he say of himself when he came 
into Macedonia? 

[Repeat the Golden Text. ] 

4. Where did he next go? 

He went to Greece. 

5. Will you find Greece on the map? 

6. What city in Greece did he visit? 

The city of Corinth. 

7. How long did he remain there? 

He remained three months. 

8. Had he been in Corinth before? 

9. Would you like me to show you the letters 
he wrote to the Christians in Corinth? 

10. For what place did he next set out? 

For Jerusalem. 

11. Did he start for Jerusalem in a direct course 
by water? 

No. He started by land, and went through 
Macedonia again 

12. Did he travelafter he reached Philippi ? 

He travelled most of the way by water. 

13. Will you trace his course on the map? 

14. Did he stop anywhere on the way? 

Yes. He stopped at several places on the coast of 
Asia Minor. 

15. Why did not Paul stay in one place and, 
work at his trade, instead of exposing himself to 
so many hardships and dangers ? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


16. What “uproar” is alluded to in verse 1? 

17. What cities of Macedonia is it probable 
that Paul visited at this time? 

18. Which of his epistles did he write during 
this visit ? 

The second epistle to the Corinthians. 

19. What epistles did he write during his three 
months’ stay in Corinth? 

That to the Romans, and probably that to the 
Galatians. 

20. Why did Paul go through Macedonia on his 
way to Jerusalem? verse 3. 

21. What place did he reach five days after 
leaving Philippi? verse 6. 

22. What were ‘‘ the days of unleavened bread” 
mentioned in verse 6 ? 

23. What scene occurred during his stay in 
Troas? verses 7-12. 

24. To what place did Paul next go? 

25. How is his journey described in verses 
14, 15? 

26. What can you say of the islands and cities 
named in these two verses ? 
A 27. Why did not Paul stop at Ephesus? verse 

6 


28 About how many days was it from that time 
to Pentecost ? verses 6, 14, 15. 


(ADVANCED.) 


A general view of Paul’s journey from Ephesus 
to Corinth and back to Miletus. 


TD EAR BOON - ——— 


I9I 


(FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW.) 


. Where did Paul go after leaving Ephesus ? 
. Had he been in Macedonia before ? 

. How long did he remain in Greece ? 

. For what place did he then set out ? 

. What route did he take ? 


LESSON LI. 


[OCTOBER 22.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Acts XX. 17-88. 


GOLDEN TEXT.—ZJ have showed you all 
things, how that so laboring ye ought to support 
the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than 
to receive. — ACTS Xx. 35. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: About A. D. 58. 

Paul sends from Miletus to Ephesus for 
the elders of the Church. 

He delivers an address, in which he al- 
ludes to his ministry among them, warns 
them against false teachers, and commends 
them to God. 

He prays with them, and they, sad at the 
thought of parting, accompany him to the 
ship. 
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(PRIMARY.) 


1. Where did we leave Paul in the last Lesson ? 

At the city of Miletus. 

2. Will you point it out on the map? 

3. Whom did Paul send to Ephesus for, while 
he was waiting here? 

Lor the Liders of the Church. 

4. How far was Ephesus from Miletus ? 

About thirty miles. 

5. What did Paul say that he preached to both 
Jews and Greeks while in Ephesus ? 

Repentance toward God and faith toward the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

6. Where did he say that he was going? 

To Jerusalem. 

7. What did he say about the trials and dan- 
gers that were before him? 

“None of these things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto me.”’ 

8. Must not his love for the Gospel have been 
very great, if he was ready to give up his life 
for it? 

9. Are people in these days ever ready to give 
up their lives for a good cause? 

10. Will you name some things that are worth 
more than anybody’s life ? 

11. What else did Paul say ? 

[Repeat the Golden Text. ] 

12. What did Paul do when he had finished 
his address to the Elders ? 

He kneeled down and prayed with them. 

13. What did the Elders then do? 

They wept and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 

14. Why were they so sorrowful ? 

Because he had told them that they would see him 
no more. 

15. Where did they accompany him ? 

To the ship which was to take him on his way to 
Jerusalem. 
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(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


16. How long since Paul had been in Ephesus? 

17. Who are meant by ‘‘the Elders of the 
Church” in verse 17 ? 

18. What did the Apostle say to them about his 
ministry in Ephesus? verses 18-21. 

19. What did he mean by ‘bound in the 
spirit’? ? verse 21. ; 

20. What did he mean (verse 26) by saying 
-that he was “‘ pure from the blood of all men’? ? 

21. What charge did he give to the Elders in 
verse 28? 

22. Whom did he mean by ‘‘ grievous wolves”? ? 

23. What hint concerning Paul’s life in Ephe- 
sus do we get from verse 34? : 

24. What saying of Jesus is preserved in verse 
35? 

25. In what respects is it “more blessed to 


give than to receive” ? ; 
26. What do we learn from this Lesson con- 
cerning the traits of character possessed by Paul? 


(ADVANCED.) 


The substance of Paul’s preaching in Ephesus 
as set forth in his address to the Elders. 
His loyalty to truth and duty. 
His warning and advice to the Elders. 
Is ‘*Church of God’ (verse 28) the correct 
reading ? 
’The resemblance of Paul’s address to portions 


of his Epistles. ane } 
The strong attachment of his friends to him. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


1. For whom did Paul send from Miletus to 


Ephesus ? 

2. To what did he allude in his address to the 
Elders ? 

3. Against whom did he warn them ? 

4. To whom did he commend them ? 

5. What did he do when he had finished his 
address ? . 

6. Where did the Elders accompany him 


LESSON LILI. 


[OCTOBER 29.] 


SCRIPTURE READING. 
Aots XXI. 1-17. 


GOLDEN TEXT. — J am ready not to be bound 
only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus. —Acrs xxi. 13. 


HISTORICAL OUTLINE. 


Time: About A. D. 58. 

Paul sails from Miletus to Patara. 

At Patara he takes another ship and sails 
to Tyre. 

From Tyre he goes to Ptolemais, thence to 
Cesarea, and thence to Jerusalem. 


(PRIMARY.) 


1. Where did we leave Paul in the last Lesson ? 
2. Whom did Paul address while at Miletus ? 
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3. To what place did he then sail? 

To the city of Patara. 

4. Will you find it on the map? 

5. To what place did he next sail? 

To the city of Tyre, in Phenicia. 

6. How long did he remain in Tyre? 

Seven days. 

7. To what city did he next sail? 

To Ptolemais (Tol-e-ma-is). 

8. Where did he go next? 

To Cesarea. 

9. Will you point out Tyre, Ptolemais, and . 
Cesarea on the map? 

10. From what did Paul’s friends try to per- 
suade him ? 

From going to Jerusalem. 

11. Why did they not want him to go? 

Because they thought that he would be in danger 
from his enemies. 

12. What did he say to them? 

[Repeat the Golden Text. ] 

13. Was Paul right in not yielding to the en- 
treaties of his friends ? 

14. What ought we to do, if our friends try to 
turn us from the path of duty ? 

15. Ought we to do right, even if we know 
that we shall suffer pain or loss by doing so? 


(INTERMEDIATE. ) 


16. Can you give any account of Coos and 
Rhodes, mentioned in verse 1 ? 

17. What can you say of Patara? 

18. Did Paul sail to the north or the south of 
Cyprus on his voyage from Patara to Tyre? 
verse 3. 

19. Had he ever visited Cyprus? xiii. 4-13. 

20. What account can you give of Tyre? 

21. What is said in verses 4-7? 

22. What can you say of Ptolemais? 

23. With whom did Paul tarry in Cesarea? 

24. What have we heard of Philip? vi. 53 
vii. 5-40. 

25. What is meant by ‘‘ one of the seven’? ? 

26. Who is mentioned in verse 9? 

27. Have we heard of him before? xi. 27, 28. 

28. What is said of him in verse 11? 

29. What'is meant by ‘‘ took up our carriages”? 
in verse 15? 

30. How did the Christians in Jerusalem re- 
ceive Paul? verse 17. 

31. How many times had he been in Jerusalem 
since his conversion? ix. 26; xi. 29, 30; xv. 2; 
Xviii. 21, 22. 

82. On how many missionary journeys have 
we now followed him? 

33. Which of the New Testament Epistles had 
he now written ? 


(ADVANCED.) 


Paul’s journey from Miletus to Jerusalem. 
The parting scene on the sea-shore near Tyre. 
The prophecy of Agabus concerning Paul. 
Paul's courage and devotion to duty. 


FOR A GENERAL EXAMINATION AND REVIEW. 


. Where did Paul sail on leaving Miletus ? 
- To what place did he next sail? 

- To what city did he go when he left Tyre? 
- Where did he go when he left Ptolemais ? 
. Had he been in Cesarea before ? 
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- Where did he go next? 


